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Getting Smarter About Parking
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Parking Wastes Money

Thank you, Don Shoup!



Parking Space
10ô x 20ô = 200 ft 2

I

Parking Wastes Land

Bedroom    9ô x 11ô = 99 ft2

Office Cubicle
8ô x 9ô = 72 ft2

Restaurant Table
5ô x 5ô = 25 ft2

Studio Apartment and Parking Space 
including Drive Aisle = 300 ft 2





Sources: ñA Heavy Load: The Combined Housing and Transportation Burdens of Working 
Families,ò Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2006.  ñThe Affordability Index: A New 
Tool for Measuring the True Affordability of a Housing Choice,ò Center for Neighborhood 
Technology, 2008. SedwayCook studies of parking and housing costs in San Francisco 
and Oakland. Image: Sightline Institute

Parking Worsens Housing Affordability

Å Each residential 
parking space:

ï Price of unit 
increases 15-30%

ï Number of units 
that can be built on 
typical parcel 
decreases 15-25%

Å Fannie Mae: Getting 
rid of a car = extra 
$100,000 in mortgage

Å At >300 sq ft, parking 
space consumes more 
space than an 
efficiency apartment
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Each 
parking 
space 
increases 
average 
rents by 
about 
$225 a 
month
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Parking has Equity Implications

All White Black Latino

All Americans 7.8% 4.6% 19.0% 13.7%

Poor (below Fed 
poverty line)

20.4% 12.1% 33.4% 25.0%

Near Poor (100% -
200% of poverty 
line)

12.4% 9.0% 21.4% 14.0%

Non Poor 4.0% 2.7% 9.9% 7.8%

American Residents without Household Access to Automobile
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Source: US Census data adapted from ñSocioeconomic Differences in Household Automobile Ownership Rates: 
Implications for Evacuation Policy,ò by Alan Berube, Elizabeth Deakin, and Steven Raphael. 



Parking Produces Traffic Congestion

ÁPoorly managed parking 
results in motorists 
circling for a parking 
space, from 8 to 74% of 
traffic in many 
downtowns.  

ÁEliminating just 10% of 
vehicles from any 
congested location makes 
traffic free flowing. 

ÁWhy provide more 
parking than you have 
traffic capacity to access 
that parking?

8

Sources: ñCruising for Parking,ò Don Shoup, 2006.



Parking confers status
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